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EXPERT PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATIONS 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Forensic Services Contract  
  

  

Retaining Attorney(s): ______________________________________  

  

Case: ____________________________________________________  

  

(1) Fees: The retained evaluator’s professional time is billed at $200/hour. This rate applies 

to evaluations, testimony, meetings with attorneys, telephone calls, review of documents, and all 

other case-related activities. Travel time is billed at $100/hour. During the course of the 

provision of services, it may be advisable or necessary to retain a third party to provide services 

on behalf of the attorney or client, for example, consultation with a child psychologist or a 

neuropsychologist. If this occurs, the attorney will be advised of the nature and purpose of 

retaining this third party and will be advised of the cost of doing so. Such consultation will occur 

only with prior approval from the referring party. The services of this individual will be billed 

along with other expenses.  

  

(2) Expenses: Expenses will be billed at actual cost, if known, or at an approximate cost if 

unknown at the time of the billing.  

  

(3) Retainer: The time required for review of documents, conducting the evaluation, or other 

services will vary based on the referral question, complexity of the case, and extent of record 

review. Based on an anticipated minimum of 10 hours to complete the evaluation, the initial 

retainer is $2,000. This amount must be paid prior to any evaluation or review of materials. If the 

initial retainer has been largely exhausted, the attorney will be notified that an additional amount 

must be paid in order for the professional services to continue.  

  

(4) Minimum fees: (a) The minimum fee for a trial, hearing, deposition or similar proceeding 

is $1,000, based on an anticipated five-hour-minimum for preparation and time available for 

testimony. This amount must be paid at least one week prior to the evaluator’s scheduled 

testimony. If the attorney wishes the evaluator to reserve more than five hours for preparation 

and testimony, this will be arranged provided that payment (at $200/hour) is made at least one 

week in advance. If the minimum is not sufficient to cover the time necessary for preparation 

and testimony, the balance will be billed, and is due and payable upon receipt of the statement.  

(b) Consultations: Because case consultations preclude the evaluator’s retention by another party 

in a case, there is a non-refundable ($250) engagement fee for a case consultation. The 

consultation may occur as soon as the attorney’s payment has been received. If the consultation 

(and related work) exceeds two hours, additional time will be billed at $200/hour.  
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(5) Payments: (a) Payment for evaluations and consultations must be made in full prior to 

furnishing a report to the attorney or Court. If they are not paid in full within seven (7) days of 

the billing date, and no acceptable alternative arrangement has been put in place, the evaluator 

reserves the right to suspend services until payment is received.  

(b) Payment for all services rendered, plus payment for time reserved for court, must be 

made at least one week in advance of a scheduled court appearance. This benefits the attorney 

and his/her client by avoiding the appearance that the evaluator’s testimony is in any way 

contingent upon the success of the case. The charges indicated below apply if the scheduled 

hearing or other event is postponed or canceled.  

(c) All payments are to be made by the retaining attorney, not by the attorney’s client. 

Insurance policies do not cover forensic evaluations; they are not medically necessary, and they 

are not health care services.   

  

(6) Cancellations/Refunds: (a) Cancellations represent lost time and income for a private practice 

and can be disruptive. If scheduled office time is canceled/postponed with at least 48 hours’ 

notice, there is no charge. If canceled/postponed with less than 48 hours’ notice, there is a $250 

cancellation fee. A missed appointment is considered a cancellation.   

(b) If scheduled testimony (deposition or court) is canceled more than five days in advance, there 

will be a full refund of any amount paid in advance. If canceled with less than five days’ notice, a 

refund will be only made for those hours that were not yet devoted to testimony preparation. Any 

refund will be made immediately after the originally-scheduled date for testimony.  

  

(7) Balances: If fees paid in advance exceed the actual charges, a refund will be made within 

seven days of the final statement. If fees paid in advance are not sufficient to cover the actual 

charges, the undersigned guarantees that payment in full will be made within 30 days of the date 

of billing. If for any reason payment in full is not made within 30 days, interest shall accrue at 

the rate of 10% per annum from the date of original billing, and the retaining attorney agrees to 

pay this accrued interest in addition to the balance due for professional services.  

  

(8) Attorney’s provision of information: The retaining attorney will provide the evaluator 

with factual information and materials that are necessary to perform the evaluation or 

consultation services. The attorney will ensure the information and materials are provided in a 

timely manner and include all information relevant to the evaluator’s role in the case. Efficacy as 

an expert witness will depend to a great degree on having access to such records.  

  

(9) Re-evaluation: Depending on the type of case and the exact circumstances, it may be 

necessary to update the evaluation prior to deposition or court testimony. Without re-evaluation, 

the evaluator could testify at length about the individual’s status as of the date of the evaluation, 

but could not state to a reasonable degree of certainty that the information gathered in the 

evaluation would remain accurate at the time of the deposition, court hearing, or other testimony. 

The terms of this contract apply equally to any reassessment that must be done.  

  

(10) Reasonableness of fees: If the bill is believed to be unreasonable, the retaining party will 

notify the evaluator in writing within ten (10) calendar days of receiving the bill. The evaluator 
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and the retaining party will review the bill together. If no notice is received, it is understood that 

the billing statement is accepted as correct, accurate, and reasonable.  

  

(11) Termination of contract: This contact may be terminated at will by either party, subject to 

ethical restraints and payment of all fees and costs that are due at the time of termination.  

  

 

  

AGREED TO THIS ________ DAY OF ___________________, 20___ BY:  

  

  

  

Attorney’s Signature: _______________________________________  

  

  

  

Please print name: _________________________________________  

 

 

 

Evaluator’s Signature: ______________________________________ 
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